
 

rapidega (adjective) very fast/hurried  
rapidulo (noun)  someone in a hurry 
rapidete (adverb) quite quickly  
malrapidi (infinitive) to dawdle 
 

 

rapida  fast     (adjective)  
rapide  quickly    (adverb)  
rapidi  to hurry    (infinitive) 
rapido  speed     (noun)     
rapidu!  Hurry up!    (imperative) 

Springboard to Languages...  
 

offers a fun programme of language 
awareness development, specially designed 
to appeal to young learners meeting a 
different language for the first time.   
 

By using the regular, phonetic language 
Esperanto as a springboard to foreign 
language learning the project aims to:  
 

·  increase a child’s awareness of 
language structure and grammar 

·  highlight the links between languages 
·  stimulate a love of, and interest in, 

language-learning through creative 
manipulation of the language 

·  encourage a positive self-image in each 
child as a successful language learner  

 

For example, by taking a root-word and 
applying regular endings children can 
easily build words, and by using simple 
affixes like -et-  (‘little’) can manipulate 
the language to create more words. 
 

Already teachers at the pilot 
schools are finding that 
Esperanto's regularity is 
having a noticeable effect on 
pupils' word-building skills 
in English. Children are 
beginning to understand how 
language works - for example the 
concept of singular and plural. They 
are applying these skills not just to 
learning Esperanto, which as the 
teachers point out will be of value 
when learning a foreign language at 
KS3, but also to learning English. 

 

Springboard can be delivered easily by a 
non-specialist teacher of foreign languages.  
 

Guidelines explain each topic and offer 
suggestions for cross-curricular work.  
The programme includes amusing 
conversations, songs, games and plays.  
 

Additional worksheets and activity sheets 
cater for differentiation and extension.  
 

“Wise Owl Grammar!” core booklets and 
worksheets boost English literacy skills. 

 
 
  
 

 

�
 
 

 

�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�

��������	��
	�
��
����	������	� �

“Understanding other languages and 
cultures is no longer optional – it’s  
an essential part of good citizenship.” 
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Photo: Paul Gubbins 

Schools are welcome to join the 
Springboard pilot programme, 

being validated by the 
University of Manchester. 

More information: 0845 230 1887 
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“I’ve been impressed by 
the way in which the 
weaker children’s ability 
to sound out phonics has 
been reinforced.” 
Karen Hindmarsh, 
Teacher 
 

“Esperanto is meant  
for people all over the 
world to speak.” 
Hannah, aged 10  

The other thing I love is that we're 
teaching not just the language but 
English. They're gaining a lot of 
English skills through it.”  
Alison Dodd, Teacher 

“We’re educating children to be 
citizens of the world.”   
Liz Smith, Headteacher 

“It’s fun because of all 
the different words. 
Some of them are quite 
funny, some of them are 
very like English.” 
Matt, aged 8 

Bar Hill  Community Primary School, Cambridgeshire Scorton C. of E. Primary School, Lancashire S2L Pilot Schools 

 It’s an innovative way of raising 
language awareness, enabling all 
children to succeed in learning a 
language.”  Lin Whyte, Headteacher 
 

 www.springboard2languages.org 

“It’s very inclusive. All children 
regardless of ability can access it 
because of its structure and 
simplicity...   

“The children are really 
enjoying it; they've got so 
far in such a short space of 
time... 

The materials are really appealing... 
 


